


DAY 1 / PROGRAMME SPEAKERS

Barbara Maple
Chair, Auckland International Business Events Advisory Group

Barbara is a consultant specialising in advancing the value
of business events to communities. Her former leadership
roles include President of the Association of International
Convention Centres, and Chair of the Joint Meetings Industry
Council.

Rod Cameron

¢ Former Executive Director, International Association of
/ Convention Centres

Rod is a strategic management consultant with extensive
experience in the international Meetings industry including
lengthy roles as Executive Director of the International
Association of Convention Centres, the Joint Meetings Industry
Council and Convention Centres of Canada.
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\ : Director, Ovation Australia [ Oceania

Oceania is the global DMC brand within the MCI Group. With
25 years of business events experience, Sonja is recognised
as an expert in incentives and serves on the board of the SITE
(Society for Incentive Travel Excellence) ANZ Chapter.

Tim Bruins
Vice President, Sales, Maritz

Tim leads a team of sales professionals who oversee key
accounts and look for new business opportunities for Maritz.
Tim has been in the industry for more than 40 years, starting
as a Travel Director, and has held numerous operations and
sales positions throughout his career. He has worked with
customers in the tech, auto, telecom and financial sectors.
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Jan Tonkin
Founder and Managing Director, The Conference Company

Jan founded The Conference Company in 1990, which today
has offices in Auckland and Sydney. She is a Past-President of
IAPCO, the International Association of Professional Congress
Organisers, and former Chair of its Training Academy.

Mathias Posch
President and Partner, International Conference Services (ICS)

International Conference Services (ICS) is an international PCO with
offices across North America, Europe and Asia. Mathias was formerly
President of IAPCO, (the International Association of Professional
Congress Organisers) and Chair of the IAPCO Training Academy.

Mike Pickford

Executive Chair, ASN Events

Mike has 35 years’ experience in conference and event
management. He oversees 70+ conferences annually,
maintaining contracts with 150 association clients. He has a
background in marine botany and has strong relationships
with scientific and medical associations. Mike is a life member
of the Professional Conference Organisers Association.

Patrick Rush

Senior Director Strategic Meetings Operations, Europe and Asia
Pacific, American Express Global Business Travel.

Patrick Rush is a Senior Director with American Express Meetings &
Events and brings over 20 years’ experience in global meetings and
travel management.

Patrick currently leads the Meetings & Events Operations organization
for Europe and the Asia Pacific region and is responsible for operations
strategy, service delivery and optimization across 24 countries. He

has extensive knowledge in delivering Strategic Meetings Management
Programs, Travel, Payment, Expense Management Solutions, Change
Management and Operations Transformation.



Matike Mai

Rachel is a global business development and social impact
specialist; CEO and Independent Director; and equity in sport
advocate. She heads up specialist agency, Away We Go - Matike
Mai. She was formerly Secretary General of the International
Working Group (IWG) on Women & Sport, an appointment
which included staging the 8th IWG World Conference on
Women & Sport in Auckland in 2022.
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